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In this country, dcath duties are somethinz that worry obly rich people.
The rest of us are likely to shrug and figure out that it is only feir that
the rich should be forced to share with the poor. Of course, death duties
have been the prime cause of the break-up of many large estates, some very
ancient. We have sll seen the stately homes open to the public in an effort
to get enough money to keep them running. Few owners disdain this practise
and some, like the Duke of Bedford, have made it really big business.

To all of us, however, giving out money to the Government is uppopular,
Just listen to enyone - no matter how modest their means -talking about their
income tax! In this we are all ambivalent, I know I am. I do not really '
grudge the taxes I pay; T ¥now that when taxes were low we had & Poor Law
system that was a disgrace, yet I groan like everyone else ebout my income
tax,

Yo dount it is this ambivalent fecling that -ales me so thoroughly enjoy
the book POKER AFD I by John Coates. For this describes a family which has
always evaded "doing their duty’; and Poker himself is a man with a purpose
in life that is to preserve his estate of Milestones in spite of death duties,
estate duties, income and surtax., He hope to pass his estate on in the cond~
ition in which he reccived it--"in snite of those who would have it otherwise,
and whom, irrespective of name or party, he has long since identified with his
supreme arch-enemy, Ruddy Lloyd George. . Tart of his success lies in the
various sets of accounts Smarty Davis keeps under lock and key and some of
which he occasionally produces for inspection. Another part lics in the
attics. DBut the tain part lies in Poker himself, who is tall, rather plump,

a simple-looking man, with a very red face, startled blue eyes and a quite
absurd blonde moustache. To complete the picture you should add a battered
ctraw hat of a type that has long ago gone out of fashion,"

Poker is the twenty-sixth Beron Bowling and eighteenth Earl of Tintagel.
Up till the time of death duties his family had a rather simple prescription
for their survival. Throughout the checauered British history they always had
a Bowling on each side of every faction. At the end of any current trouble
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the surviving Bowling took over the estate, VThere were families that were
Yorkist or Lancastrien, Royalist or Parliementarian, Whig or Tory, the
Bowlings were not among them, They were always both at the same time,"

The line stumbled once, however, ai the time of the Wars of the Roses.
All the mele Bowlings got killed at the same time, even the one who was
supposed to stay quietly at home, "This was a moment of crisis in which the
women of the family showed what they were made of, The widow of the eldest
Bowling announced that she was pregnant, and nine monthg leter produced a
son. A French prisoner was then sent home loaded with presents., But the
next three Earls had to marry their cousins to make them proper Powlings
again,"

Just as death duties appeared on the horizon. as the latest threat..the
family produced Edward who was a miser(he- started the attics)and who lived
+i11 he was 102. As his son, Mark, died before him, by the time Poker took
over there had been no death duties levied on the family for over 80 years.

And Edward left about five million pounds:

The reason that the family tree under Poker began to look as incredible
as that of Zeus is, first, beceuse of his efforts to get an heir, and then
his decision that he couldn't afford one. What he meant was_that the family
oould not afford three sets of death duties in ten years. ‘“eing a simple
man he decided that the best method of avoiding this possibility was to space
out the legitimate generations to their extreme limit, He used to prove it
sometimes with paver and pencil, 'l was born in 1880,' he would say, '1f my
heir is born in 1950, and his heir in 2020, we'll only have to pay death .
duties once every seventy years."

Poker married six times. First there was Alice, who only produced a
dsughter and, as this was whilst Poker still wanted an heir, disenchantment
crept in. When Alice maintained that it might be Poker's fault, he went off
‘with a Gaiety Girl, Connie, and proved twice that he could tog supply &ons.
When Alice, providentially died, he married Connie, much to her grateful
surprise. Connie produced & second daughter.

Total now--1i girl legit, 2 males illegit. 1 girl legit.

Poker then fell in love with Mary. Comnie, still grateful, gave him 2
divorce, Poker tock Mary off on a long honeymoon to avoid explaining that
he had promised Connie she could stay on at Milestones. Mary miscarried her
son. When the war came Poker went off leaving Connie, Mary and the children,
After his first leave, both Connis and Mary were pregnant, Result of that-
one boy illegit. 1 girl legit. Mary was peeved and divorced him—-but like
Connie stayed on. ' _

Then came Patricia, she had two daunghters legit and was bribed by Poker
to become divorced so that the son was illegit, as by this time Poker had
figured out they couldn't afford a son legit yet, Of course, if anything had
happened to Poker, it would always have been possible to find some docunents
to prove that this latest son was legit after all. Poker then figures out
that if he had twin sons, one of them might live as long as his grandfather
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had., The twin that lived longest would be treated as Poker's heir, even if
he hadn't started life as that., Seing Poker,he marries again ('look for a
woman with twins #n the family'),.and does have twin sons, This leaves only
the minor detail of ironing out some prior agreement with the son's wives,
one day, in case of a possible switch!

That, briefly, is the family history. What I cannot convey is the highly
entertaining characters with which this book abounds from Poker on down. 1%
is told by Lesbia, i° & dsughter who was iilegit{due to the fact that
Poker thought she was going to be a boy), and whose Mother was Patricia. If
you cannot imagine a man, who has in his house by the end of the book -1 wife,
3 ex-wives(2 died)and who has sired 5 daughters legit, 4 deughters illegit,
six sons illegit, and twin sons legit, then John Coates certainly could. And
e more ertertaining lot it would be hard to find in any book. I can only give
you something of the flavour..but here is Pesbia describing the opening scene.

. ..a lot was happening that day--too much even for Milestones, where a lot
happened frequently, to take in its gtride, Among the things that were happ-
ening were these. My half-sister Alison was leaving home, trying to take with
her all the posessions that had belonged to her mother(Aunt Alice, the first
Countess of Tintagel), Smarty Devis, FPoker's private secretary, was trying to
stop her, chiefly by claiming each piece of furniture as Poker's when it was
brought into the hall, Major Fullerton, Poker's agent, was trying to stop her,
chiefly by sending away the lorries cach time they drove up to the door, The
hall, consequently, was becoming more and more cluttered up with trunks and
furniture. Somewhere out of sight Aunt Mary(third Gountess of Tintagel) was
having a baby. Also out of sight, but on the ground floor this time, my
mother{Aunt Pat, the fourth and as it were current Countess of Tintagel) was
visibly mastering a temptation to go into hysterics, My mother had 8 public
school education. She is quite different from Aunt Connie{the second Countess
of Tintegel), who was a Gaiety Girl, and from Aunt Mary{the third)whose father
was a duke, neither of whose reactions in emotional stress can be confidently ~
predicted, The last thing that was happening that day, and which was in a
way responsible for the others, was that Poker was arriving back after an 8
months sbsence in Belue, Nor alone cither. The newspapers read & Fifth
Countess? Poker Brings Back A Princess!'! 'Asked if he was going to marry
the lovely Princess dMazina from his brother-in-law's kingdom, Lord Tintagel
replied:Marry her? What are you talking sbout! I married her months ago'.

I would advise you to try the Public Library to get a copy of this book.
1 can assure you that it is funny, witty, and sudacious. It is not at all

edifying.
Ethel Lindsay
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Oh, yes, L comprehend the theme of last issue's cover by ATQ, Believe
it or not, the Jacobite cause still raises nostalgia in Manchester, possibly
because, in my opinion, it was here that Bonnie Prince Charlie's campsaign
went wrong, for the decisive time, It's been argued that the campaign was
doomed from the start anyway, but my belief is that the really monumental
foul-up took place right here.

You may ask what I know about it, Well, I'm interested in local history,
and in Didsbury this means the “45 to some extent. i few hundred yards down
the road is the place where Charle's engineers threw a new bridge across the
Mersey, thus by-passing the Goverment troops waiting at the next bridge up-
gtream. His commanders were lodged at my local pub, I was once told by a
local historian scathingly that the only theme that interested local hist-
orians herabouts was the Jacobite couse. Not gquite truey but the subject is .
hard to avoid. Folk memory is long.

: Recently I come across a newspaper article published in the 1830's about
an old lady who had been a little girl at the time of the '45. In 1744 she
had been staying with the Mosleys of Ardwick and caught sight of a myster-
jous visitor, about whom she was told to say nothing. The next year she
watched Charles ride through at the head of his troops and recognised him
as the visitor. My belief is that Charles did indeed secretly visit the
arce in advance of the uprising, Ardwick was then a fashiocnable village
outside Manchester., It was a place of wealthy pro-Catholics, Jacobite
landowners and merchants, whesras Manchester was hungry, nonconformist and
the first city in Bnglend, next century, to put up a statue to Cromwell,

Reilly's "Histroy of Manchester" accepts this }isit as a reality. Ilts
purpose was to sound the feelings of the leading “acobites of the district,
Charles visited either Lncoats Hall or Hough End Hall, both Mosley mansions,
Subsequently his supporters had many sceret meetings end wrote to assure

- Charles that néa¥ly~all the districet would rise:as-one men to suppont him, -

At one such meeting, at a small inn near Didsbury sdjoining Jackson's
Boat. (a ferry) the toast of "The King over the weter" was drunlk; that is
the usual toast of ®The King" was called, but glasses were raised over a
bowl of water pleced on the table, thus signifying not King George, but
Prince Charles. The inn still exists on a remote stretch of the Mersey,
although I do not care for the beer. It tastes of water.






I believe that Charles overestimated the sunmport he might expect in
Manchester. GCertainly his triumphal entry into Manchester: the following
year met with glum. responsges, One reads of compulsory levies on the
citizens rather then free-will offerings. Out of 40,000 populationm; only
300 men joined the Manchester Hegiment. These, said the A.D.C. to fora
George Murray, the Jacobite commander, were "all the English who had dec-
lared themselves openly in favouir of the Prince®. They were narched, ill-
equipped, to Macclesfield, 18 miles south of Manchester, where they joined
the main column, By then many were alrecady discontented and threatening
to go back, When, on the 8th, the rebel vanguard did return to Manchester
they were met with a volley of stones- as they morched through Hanging
Ditch. : : S . '

Here, in Manchester, the first signs of indision apneared, differences
of opinion among Charles and his commanders, There is evidence that he
was profoundly dismayed at his lukewarm reccption and made the fatal mis-
take of wasting time trying to win over influential local peonle.

is is well-known, he eventually advanced as far as Derby, with increas-
ing jitters and actual desertions among his nen, Ironically, as we now ’
know, the country was at his feet had he only kept on. But at Derby he
read a London newspaper report of the forces massing against him, and turn-
ed back, It is said that the decision was not his, but his commanders. In
fact, the London report was bluff. The Government snd Royal Femily were
preparing to duck out and within a week he could have been in power., Whether
he coyld have stayed is debatable, of course, One of the fascinating might~
have~beens of history.

The net result might not have been much different from the history we
¥now. All the Stusrts were bad for the country, and Charles was no except-
ion. There might not -have been the Sgven Years War, because Charles would
hardly heve lined up against France, which had sponsored the '45, in support
of Hanover, as George the second did. #nd-ezlgo no wat agazinst the rench in
Canada. But he would undoubtedly have: exasperated the imerican colonists
much morc quickly than did George 3rd. Great believers in arbitrary tax-
ation, the Stuarts. That!s what first put the skids under Charle's 1.

However, the threat of 30,000 men betwcen Derby and London(mostly hiding
under their beds had Charles but known)was cffective. The retreat began,
King George unloaded his jewcls from the ship waiting in the Thames to take
him back to Hanover, and Culloden approached, #&nd all, if I am right, from
the rot that set in at Manchester. T think the theory of the 1744 visit
explains why thc recbels advanced down tho West of Englend rather than the
Bast, which would have becn quicker and safer, OCharles expected vast pop-
ular support, In fact, although Manchester: vas taken by “a sergeant, a
drummer, and & girl" and a small regiment raised, he didn't get it.

The sergeant { some sey a Corporal) was a young Scol nemest Dickson, *as
breve and intrepid as a lion", He had been ceptured at the Battle of
Prestonpans and gone over to the rebels. The girl was his sweetheart, The
drwmmer was one of the rebels, At Preston, Dickson asked pernission "to get
one day's march ahead of the army and® make sure of some recruits in Manch-
ester®. On being refused, he stole horses and blunderbuss, end rode over-
night to Manchester, with hig companions



Next morning, 28th Hovember, they begon to "beat up" recruits for "The
yellow-haired Laddie", Some of the locals, being resolved to take him,
dezd or elive, ¢ fight begen, in which Dickson, aided by Jacobite partisans
overcome them, For the rest of the day, he paraded the sireets in triumph,
persuading in 21l ahout 180 men to don the white cockade, indicoting that
they were in the pay of Fronee. That evening, the rebel, vanguard arrived,
demanding £30C00 and billets for 10,C0C nen, Hoy to win friends and irfluence
pecple!

" 8.L,Birchhby

Sources: (1)}ixon: "Lancashire Glesmings”
|E2)Moslr3y: NFamily Memcirs" ' ¥
"(3)Aston: "Hetrical Records'
(L)Reille:"History of Hanchester?

VOTE NOW

COPIES OFf THE

1064 TRIF

AVAILABLE FROM —

Tan Peters
202 Scutshend Lane
GCatford. London SE& $1 or 7/-



Eayrry Warner:,.Rob Wood's little item surprised me for the fact that phonc
graphs or gramoohones or whatever you want to call them are still an impor-
tant part of the BBC's mechanics, Over here, I believe that most of the
radio and television industry has converted so completely to tape that they
must Look into closets and basements to find 2 record-player on the rare
ocoasion when it is neesded...Incidentally, 1 didn't have any trouble at all
with the generation gep at the worldeon. None of the youthful fans offerad
to help me across the street, when we met outeide the hotel in search of
edible food, and I in retura didn't frown at anything I saw or hsard tham
do. I mush admit I raised my eyebrows one night, though, when a very small
and young fan saw Leigh Brackett signing autographs, went up to her, and
saidt "I can't seem to remember if you've written enything , but maybe I'd
better get an autograph, too."..... .

#OWT think I would have raised an eyebrou t00..1t's a good thing that Leigh
has a sense of humour®**
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Ian Petors: "I am relieved tc reod that Roy Tackett found John Boardman's
letter smacked of prejudice. I certainly wonder why the latter is so down
on a small ethnic group which surely demands respect and sympathy rather
than antipathy. Many Americans feel guilty and ashamed about the treatment
of the Indians and this can, of cours ., reveal itself in aggression towards
them,

I should like to know more about Roy's view on "total integration" - to
me this may imply a complete change of culture ete, resulting in a dark-
skinned 'American' but it can also mean complete ability to adapt to the
modern American soci-economic structure while still remaining Indian, '
Obviously I prefer the latter and that it is possible is proved by the
Iroqgois. The Mohawks are natural spidermen and have helned to build the
New York skyscrapers for several generations, At the Iroquois 'colony' in
3rocklyn Christian Iroquois attend church services in their own language
(in this case Seneca) and the pagans, followers of Handsome Lake's revision
of their ancient faith, hold ceremonies in their apartments. A1l go home
to the reservation at intervals to maintain contact with their tribes. The
Bill to terminate the Sencca was due in Augnst: at this writing(mid-Oct.)
I am still ignorant of the outcome.

I do not know if this helps you, Bthel, to appreciate my "defense of
tribal 1ife®. I do not think you apnreciate the anthropological e‘ridence
WPrimitive" tribel societies e.g. fmerindian, South American tribes,Aust -
ralian aborigines etc., exist as an entity stretching from their primordial
ancestor through the present into the future, The contact with the ¥spirit-
ual! side of the tribe is maintained by religious rituals,taboos, etc.
Destroy the spiritual integrity of the tribal community and the tribe dies.
The 1little tribes in 3arzil for instance cannot stand up to contact with
white civilisation for this reason. Do we let them die and disappear or
do we protect them? Do we let Naturc take its'course and lose a unique
human society as important‘as a rare orchid or nearly extinct bird? The
American suthorities appear to have realised the precarious nature of these
societies and, as I have mentioned, deliberately set out to use these
methods to destroy them. I consider termination to be the present-day
forp of this policy but I am open to debate, so difficult is it to acheive
a clear picture of contemporary happenings so many miles away in the face
of ?censorship ? apathy.

You assume that & tribal society precludes individuality. Some tribes
believe that individuals are divisions of the main tribal soul and on
death return to join it. But, certainly, in e.g.Plains Indian tribal
society, the individual was supreme. Each individual had to attain a
"gpiritual guidance as to his personal significance in life, using drugs,
fasting, self torture etc., before he could even adopt his adult name. No
one could be forced to fight, or could be stopped from going on the war
path, by his chief, though, in national emergencies or the anhual buffalo
hunts, the Dog Soldier societies etc., acted as police and had disciplinary
powers. But collaboration and co-operation meant securiyywithin the tribal
unit - they developed in fact a genuine democracy.

T congratulate John Boardman on his comparison between the fed Indians
and the Scottish Highlanders, The analogies are obvious and the similarities
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become more profound the deeper one investigates the subject. I have long
had in mind an article for OMPA on this very subject but difficult as it
is to obtain reference books on Indians over here it anpears to be-even
more difficult to find the type of material I need on the Highland clan
system, at least here in England, : :

John's final paragraph reveals a peculiar outlook. Certainly many
Scots fought in Gumberland's army {for religious &nd political reasons)
though not as far as I can discover, any Feters, Even if they had, this
would not prevent me from decrying the atrocities after the '45 or the
much more recent atrocities after the Indian wars. This anplies equally,
of course, to descendants of Cumberland's English soldiers. Anyway, the
present day injustices are more important, and I am grateful to wee Ethel
for presenting this forum of opinion,* '
#RM%Y oy haven't convinced me that the tribal way of life is something worth
saving, Nemes that require self-torture are not 1y idea of anything to be
saved, I wonder that you would wish %o see tatoog, and religious rituals
continue indefinetly. Who have I heard argue fiercer agaoinst the Roman
Catholic religion than yourself? Who have I heard argue more fiercely
against the taboos that surround birth contrcl and abortion than yourself?
No, you haven't convinced me that ve should not allow Yature to tcke her
course...hs to the Scottish textbooks and reference works that you want..
any English public library will obtain for you any book that you ask for;
if it is not in stoek at the local branch it can be ohtained from the large
contral libraries, There is elso the British Museum library in London, iy
is well-lmown, peonle come from all over the world to study the books there™" -

irchie Mercer: "The cover? Heving seen in N.TTERINGS that therc was a
front cover, 1 turned back and looked at it.-hitherto I'd simply friled

to notice its existrnce. I tcll you, good artwork is wasted on me, I
pronounce the cover te bc one of ATOM's better efforts, The significance
of the '45? Wasn't there some local tribel disturhance up North somewhere
in 1945 or 1445 or some such centenary yoar? The littlec bits of verse have
their points, too, particularly the one about Burnt 4unt Annic., Your tame
atomic artist is clearly in festive mood this time...Sid Birchby strikes

a chord -~ I had to appeal pathetically in OMPA for Dick Eney to define
fohapismatic®, As for "msychedelic!, the conneéction with "psychosis™ is
only thet of a fellow-derivative. The "psyche® is a psychological word,
defined in my dictionery as "soul, snirit, mind%, The word "psychology"
itself is derived thorefrom, as are many other words, but thc meening of

a VYpgyche"-derived word does not necessarily have to be pejorative. %Are
you with that yet?lll T+ means simply something pertaining to the mind.
S0 much for the "psyche" half, The precise derivetion of the suffix
delie" does not seem to be generally known, I'd be intercsted to lcarn
it myself...To carry on my argument with Ian Peters: I said in my previous
Letter on the subject that individual integration would come sooner OT
later, so it would be best to try to meke it as painless as possible all
round. There are anpealing aspects of theé éverage tribal socicty, certainly
but also an at lcast equal number of unappealing oncs, I would suspect
that "the wonderful free 1ife on thé Great Flains", the praises of which
Tan sings, involved freedom more for the male Indian than for the female.
"Pretty Redwing®™ may have "on the plains (she} galloped far away” - but
that's & paleface’s song. She's for more likely to have been in sctual
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helping her mother around the wigwem. In any case she wouldn't have heen
sble to gallop before the white men came, hecause they brought The Horse
with them. How did Redwing get into this argument anyway? The sad fact
of the matter is that people do not like having an unintegzrated. ninority
living among or near them, Tt's a treit of human nature that has led to
inter-comgunal strife all over the globe and throughout history, Genuine
tolemance is a very difficult thing to learn so long as the communities
remain distinct. Ian's original article mentioned a certain piece of
Tndien tribal land that had been or was being compulsorily purchased by
the aubhorities because it was the obvious place %o build a much-needed
reservoir, and the Indians’ fundamental objection to having their ances-
tral territory encroached on at all. Whether or not "eternity" clause in
so many white-Indian treaties should be ahsolutely unrepealable(that's
probably the wrong word)is a moot point, However, you can picture the
average white(or black for that matter)American living in proxinity to
the Indians in question, He'd say:"Well, if they wanted my land for a
reservoir they'd take it, whether or not 1 agreed that the compensation
was fair. So why shouldn't they take Indiens' land on similar terms? Red
men are no better then I am." Reminded thet red men had lived in America
longer than had white and black men, he could well retort: "Bit I was born
here, and that gives me os good & right to the land as anybody else who
was born here." So long as any real or apparent privilege attaches to
Indian blood .and tribal membership, the average man of other colour will
tend to resent it. And since he is in the majority. the Indian Indian
minority will in the long run be the ones to suffer.”

Ann Chamberlain: YExplanation: A salesman, or a con man, OT just someone
who wants to find out how naive you are, tells you something wildly ex—
aggerated, Discovering that you don't go for it, and feeling a little
sheepish, he offers something more within reason, begirning "Would you
belicve———$"...I could be wrong, but I imegine that it should have really
been spelled psychoDelphic, and that would be self-explanatory. I will
not vse a word I can't find in my Webster's - however popular it is."
®8%ioy that's as neat an explanation as I've ever heard ! ***

Ken Cheslin: "This business of "Would you bheliecve ten million miles?". 1
can onlvy conclude that no-one in the SCOT readership watches GET SMART on
ITV...because the phrase is very familisr to s, and I got the point right -
away. There is this character called Smart you see. Who works for super-
duper anti-oriental organisation 1ike UiCLE. But the whole thing is carried
to its logical hilarious extreme. Mad inventions, crazy crooks, fumbling
agents(Smart) who win through in the end, by sheer luck, = Swart is conceit-
ed, self assured, dim, He carries a secret radio in his shoe which has a
bell attached;.which, of course, always rings at an inconvenient moment.,.
like in the cinema or when he is trying to hide from the crooks, Anyhoo,
When Smart gets into a tight situation he tries to bluff his way out by
saying, with a bold face, "Hal would you believe it, at this moment we

are surrounded by the United States Army and"(triumphantly), "they are
closing in!" Crook says,"I don't believe it%, Smart renlies "....er...
would you believe a regiment of paratroopers?? "No" " ,or a boy scout

with @ mea shooter?" - at which point he is usually bundled off to some
horrid doom."

#u4Doomed bocause of his jokes, I take 137***
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John Bangsund: "Many thanks for SCOT '45 - and if the cover's import escapes
your rcaders I can only suggest they stop rceding that rubbishy sf stuff for
12 bit and swot up somc basic British history..,Sid Birchby asls who said
~youth is too good to be wasted on the young, and of coursc it was George
Bornard Shaw. I have a slightly similar fucling: I feel people should heve
the option of retiring at sbout 25 and then going back teo work for the rest
of their lives at, say 40. And 'psychedclic' means, simply, clarity of
soul - from psukhé, soul, and délos, clear. Délos also carrics the senses
of visible, menifcst, evident, certain, plain, One could, however, be for-
given for deriving the word from the Latin delere, to do mischief,,..I hate
people who write letters of comment explaining things...Archie Mercer
gathers that Thomas Hardy "is renowned for his ultra-pessimism.” Yes, this
is his label. Hardy, pessimism; Browning,optimism;Kipling, white man's
burden; Lawrence, sex;Ballard,obscurity; ad nauseus. But you have to go
beyond .the label; it means nothing by itself. To get to Hardy you have to
go beyond his novcls; even, bound as they are, to a large extent, by Viet-
orian tastes and forms. You have to read his poetry.
"Let me enjoy the earth no less
Because the all-enacting light
That fashioned forth its lovlieness
Had other aims than ny delight,”
Hardy rejccted the idea that Man is the lord of creation, that the universe
centres on him., Rather, Man is a life-form that just happens to be in the
ascendant on this planet, but certsinly nedther controls the universe nor
his own destiny. But, so what? There are so many beautiful and interesting
things going on that one does not despair, This is what is called "constr-
uctive nihilism - what Albert Camus called "the sbsurd”.,.."...if way to
the Better there be, it exacts a full lock at the Worst..." I think there
are better, less inadequate labels for that kind of a view of 1ife than
tyltra-pessimism.” For example "existentialism”. Concerning labelss There
was a beauty on THE FROST REPORT last week; someone was.described as "an
anarchist without a cause', :
###]¢ ig rather odd the labels you can pin on to an author whom you have
never read. Hardy I heve never tackled,.having the vaguc idea thet he
wrote & lot about country sccnes. I like being in the country(on & nice
day and with good friends) but I bore casy recading about it. I guess that
idea has been reinforced by all the publicity I have been reading for the
£ilmic FAR TROM THE MADDING CROWD, From your sample, I should like the
poens though ,***

Rick Sneary: "Gone to LASF3 and felt very strange. They are meeting in
new slan—shack, called The Hill, much like thc old Fan Hiltor--with 77
fans penting this big house, in which the club meets, and then stands
around 2nd talks and plays cards for hours afterwards. But, excepting
for Don Simoson they are ell relatively new fens, so that my first night
there I found I didn't know--even by sighte-thc Director or Treasurer.
I felt like I'd gotten into a College fraternity house by mistake, and
only a few old faces mad: me feal at home. Then, three wecks ago 1 was
there and got another shock. As far as I could tell, out of about 25
members, L was the second oldest person there., I'm not only becconing
part of the 01d Guard in the fannish sense, but in the actuel sense as
well. The friendly snirit of the Hilton days may -~eturn, but as yet
there isn't the productive snirit, that got so much done. The current
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crew ars morc interested in gaics, both cards and the active ones like
bowling and swi-ming. ilorc healthfull, meyhaocs, but not mach interest

to one sot in his ways...l thought up some questions I would like answers
to, and you might even write them uc for others....What has happencd to
the Teddy boys? Did they grow up and conform, or are they the new Mods
the same only in different cloths? Ten years ago there secmed some re&l
worry about them, with the formal style and wild activities. Guestion -

do British nurses ware mini-skirts? I mig t mention that I'n not very

fond of the style. It isn't that I mind looking at a pair of pretty legs
but the style is unfortunctely not limited to just the girls with pretty
legs. And many a girl who looks good in shorts does not in 2 mini skirt,
And,.2s & nurseand a person of insight into fralings and physical health

- and knowing London eliwent, which would you say was the most unclomfort-
able; the over—dressed ladies of the Victorian eara, or the under dresscd
girls of today? One must have roasted in Summer, and the other freeze in
all seesons. ‘And who do you think would have been thc one with more colds?
_.I should like to answer Birchby's qucstion as to why therc should be
TAFF trip reports, To me the idca is like an open letter to one's friends
to tcll then what you did, All the recent TAFF delagates have becen friends
of mines ecsvnecislly after a few days of pertyins and sight-seeing together
out here~-so I really am interested to hear what they did next., As Willis-
has said, and as anyone who has written a trip report can tell you, it is
one way of re-living the adventure yourself. This is the recason for the
roports as I see it, Ho onc should "owe! Fandem a report, or do it just
to rage money. Lt should be a compwunication ‘bétwcen friends and when it
isn't ~either from the writer's or reador's side--it losee purpose and
meaning...The first day of the Gon, the membership {counting those who

had joincd, but not shown up)was 1,300+, This sueggests we may have to
change somc of our ways of doing things. Conventions might have to start
1imiting membership..and therc mignt have to be more sub-groups, such as
First Fandom,St.Fanthony, or local groups, who arc not in conflict with -
other groups, but who band together and in some nanner 1limit their member-
ship. Certainly the day of the Universal Fan, who kncw every onc and was
'in! everything is just about gone.™**

Mmm. I think I'1l answer your cu-stions in FATTERINGS; clse this letter
colu'n will never get finished!l = ™%

Robert Coulson: "A few comnents on SCOT: Sceino John Boardaan attecked

as a reactionary racist has rcncwed ny sensc of wonder for.thc next year
or so. Ilan, of course, is generally correct--about the Inhdians, not about
Boardman--but judging from past statements by him T would say that if the
day ever comes that he 1s proved wrong about tho Indians, he'll rcsearch
vdgorously until hc finds sowcthing clsc to dislike about America, He
typifics, far more explicitly than ever I could hope to, the Englishman
who is more interested in criticizing other countrics than in inproving
his own...I wonder at Chris Priest's chain of thought. He junps fron a
conment about his concentrating on British fandom to s statement that he
doesn't consider IF foreign, Since it is foreign, whether hc considers

it so or not, and since it isn't a fanzine anyway, 1 don't quite get the
conncetion...unless hc's talking about & different IF, I don't under-
stand whet he mecans by leomparisons of roots”, cither.,.how can he comparc
British fandom to anything if hc doesn't have any oxamples to compare ;?
to? Or was he jumming to another traifh of thought with no conncction, to
fandom again?t *##4s T was puzzied by Chris' train of thought also, guess
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I can't answer your gqucstions., 4s to your calling Ian a typical English-
man - that did something for my sense of wonder tool Man! man! do ye no!
ken he's a Scotsman? Ye wad never find an Englishnan as threwn as 'oor
Tanl*** e

John Boszrdmsn:"Yes, I got thc joke about the 45. The '45 scoms to have
had about the same placc in British history as the “ebellion of 1861-65
did in American history - thc last nmilitary struggle for a way of life
belonging to the past. The rebellion of 1745 in Z2ritain represented the
samc thing as the rehellion of 1861 herc - an attempt to prescrvc a way

of life properly belonging to the feudal era, when lords and gentry ruled
cver an acgiescant peasantry with little or no influenec from thc netional
government, The aversge foreigner, when he thinks of Scotland, gcts a
mental image.of kilted Highlanders, the clan organisation, home-nade tweeds
from the Outer Hebrides, and whisky distilled by the side of lochs out of
which, at intervels, it conjures various tricephalous nonsters. This is
largcly a Highland picture - and the Highlands of the pest, to 2 great
extent, Yet the Highlands account for only about 10% of the population

of Scotland, I believe. The Scotland which has made solid contributions
o human history in thc form of the world's first public school systen,
the toxbile and heavy manufacturing industries, and thce morchant shipping
tradition which has made Scottieh maritime éngincer slmost a stereotype -
this Scotland is of the Lowlands; end, while not so romantic, has been far
more valuable...When you strip it of its romaticism about "rightful king"
and "honor of the clans®, what was the '457 It was an attempt to restorc
the British throncs to a dynasty thoroughly repudiated for its® tyramny,

an attempt to preserve petty regional privileges which made cvery High-
land laird 2 kinglet with his own right to wage wers of extermination on
his neighbours, and ah attenpt bo restord’fendal economies to a nation
well into the capitalist system, The peoole who wander over the High-
lands visiting places wherc Bomnic Frince Charlie ren for his 1life, or

who enthuse over an empty bottle drained by his ain lips, have their
counterpart herc in the latter—day rebels who weep over ante bellum South
of moonlight, crinolines, and docile slaves, 4nd didn't both the Young
Pretender and Yerrerson Davis, at the end, disguise themselves in woman's
clothes to free?....Lf "Liberal means "far left" in thc US sense, no one
has botherad explaining it to far leftists in the US. "™Liberal” is as
much a word of opprobrium emong them as it was in the red '30's", In the
socialist and communist press, "liberal® refers to somcone like.President
Johnson who kills Asians with 21l ths refinement of modern technology while
palliating Americens with promises of intcgration and socisl welfare .pro~
grams which are never carried into effect, Derck's repudiation of moral
values in politics esteblishes a curious dichotomy. Itve neot Perek, and
I1ve found him, as an individual, vcry plcasent company, and I yould tes<
tify to his absolutc reliability, But this apparcntly oxtcnds no further
than his irmediate circle, If he were to apply in his daily life the
moral standards, or lack of them, vhich he advocates in intornational
relations, he'd be in jail-within a week....As Roy Tackett points out, a
sort of reverse natural selecticn is being practised on Indian reservati-
ons, Younz mcn and wonen who rcsent the control of tribal land,funds, and
policies by their elders go to large cities, thoroughly assimilatc theme-
sclvcs into the mainstream of American life, and forget thcir Indian iden-
tity. The oncs left on the roscrvation aftcr 3 or A generations of this
sort of thing arc the scconderaters, th dull, the stodgy, and the lazy,
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Ian Peters is understandatly bothered about tine immorzlity of white dealings
towerds the Indisns in the ¥ corturies of Buropezn seltlevernt in this oount-
ry. Why, taen, Goesn't his indignetion extend baci to the sleaughter pervet-
reted by the Anglo-Sexon, Norse, end Forman invaders of Britain? Is there
some kind o7 Statute of Linitetions on morality? Werc deeds which were wrong
in the 19th-century become right if they were donc in the Ata century? Will
Ten Peter's descendents grant us whites legal title to the US in 31677 The
answer is that, without exception, every boundary line in the world was drawm
hv fores or the threat of force, from the ancient Pyrean frontier te the
latest truce line between Isracl and Egyot, Unless we =re forever to argue
over old rigits and wrongs, and seek revisions of cenguests venturles back,
the only thing to do is drew a moratoriun across the whole sorry business and
accept the d; facto lines of t2e present as 2 basis for peace. The solution
as I see it,ls & country vherc no man is less or neTe than a full citizen
because of his color, ' The US has nc obligstion to ¥eed coing as historical
curiosities tribsl cultures irrelevant tc a 20th century mixed economy. The
Indiar slum in ¥.Dakota, like the Negro slunm in Herlenm cor the white slum iIn
S.Boston, is & nationel disgrace. « But it will not be cured by re-sstablishing
the Lokota hunting culture, shipping the Negros back to Ghana, or dumping the
the South Bostonians back in Kerry, Io will bz settled- by assimilating these
slur cultupes into Americarn life. Peter's enthuslasm for the preservation of
Indien culture is particulsrly chilling when he attemmts o excuse snch
Indian practices as torture of wer prisoners. FProsunably we are rot only te
re—establish the Iroquois on their traditionsl iends in central New York,

but we are to grant them free railing rights among thc Mingoes and Lenni-
Lenape, possihly modernising thelr trihel folkwszys to the cxtent thpt tor-
tura will be teligvised,"

%14 wouldn't really be in my interest to settle the orgumentsshetween your-
s51f and lan..for my letter cclumn would ther suffer nizghtily! Still: I do
foel I ought to mention that having met you hoth, end got to know you bothj
I a» awarc thet you kave # lot in commornt, .for cne thin: you arc hoth very
concerned in todsys' evenis. T may not wholly =grec with either of you on
perticul er pointa--but I have <o admire the way you garsz. So often, I find,
sf fans, teke 1ittle interest in the molitics and mores of today. ‘et by

is a truisn that says.."Unless ycu can understand the past, you cannot under-
the present, and unless you can understand the present, you cannot vossibly
guess the Tuture,"O*®



on Teddy boys, mini skirts and such.....Rick was asking what happened to
The Teddy boys——and I suppose the answer is that they were the start of
the various and rspid change of fashions that has taken place among the
younger folk. In an effort to keep up with the latest; there must be a
tremendous amount of money being spent. It is fescinating to wateh, now-
adays, how ranidly a fashion spreads. When the Beatles, for instance,
appeared wearing gear that featured hells; it took only a week for me to
spot these bells on sele at every corner of Oxford Street. ,Selling like
hot cakes too! I felt sod for the kids who, wanting to be with--it', were
playing right into the bands of the commercial world.

As to the mini skirt; and do nurscs wesr them? Well, of course they do,
off-duty their skirts are as mini as anyone's; onduty they keep putting
up another hem and ho~ing that it won't be noticed. #s long es it is not
too otrageous, authority is turning a blind eyc on this one, Yarticularly
as the younger sisters heve been hiking up their hems. My own uniform dress
is just at the knee; and I can remember vwhen it was almost dowr to my

ankles!

Rick's other question -— which would be more uncomfortuble, over or
under-dressed, mates me nick on the over-dressed, After all, one can
become accustomed to a degree of cold, and the device of hoots with mini
skirts and colourful woolen stockings, is o nifty one, Whereas in the
days of Victoria the amount of ¢lothing that a poor woman had to haul

around was pretty stagserine, T+ was unhealthy from every point of view.
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It led to clothes heavy with perspiretion; it was a major factor in un-
cleanliness; snd undoubtedly the cause{with the heavy corseting)of the
many fainting attacks for which Viagtorien women were famous.

on The Death of UNGCLE....I was very sad to learn that THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E.
was coming to an end after a run of 3 years. Yet I cannot say that 1 am
surprised. 1 have been thinking for quite some time that its possibilities
were being very much overlooked. In fzet, it was @ classic case of how to
ruin a good ideal

One of the msjor faults was -too much plot, not enough characterisation,
It was idiotic to concentrate on the plot too much; for they all had to be
highly improbable in the first place. By doing so some of the things that
had made the series povular were lost., In the beginning one of the delights
of this show was the tongue in cheek humour, Lately this has been stressed
less and less; very few ironic asides are left, sad to say. It became rather
formula-ridden too, with very few surprises.

The dearth of characterisation was particularly i~ritating as there was
so much scope for it., To shroud the identity of Illya was a good idea, to
allow him to remain undeveloped was daft. Just think of the possibilities!
A Russian in America with a sardonic eye upon its ways...the interplay of
character with his American countervart,.and how did he get into UNCLE in
the first place? All left untouched...maddeningly! One could watch @ whole
episode without realising that this character wes Russian,

In particular the dielogue becsme very pedestrian. One has only to con-
trast it with I SPY o see the difference. Yet I SPY is basically a much
more humdrum affair. The agents in this are usually working against "them'
which is a very thin disguise for the communists. It is also a series chock-
ful of American patriotism; the humerous exchanges between the characters is
what saves this from being boring, UNCLE had a much wider view; the notion
that THRUSH was big enough to have a Russian and an Americen working together
was a brilliant stroke. &nd then they hardly used it..grr!

I have read all the books that ceme out about UNCLE and it is easy to see
how the writing improved as the poorer writers were discarded, 1Tt does seem
as if the reverse process was involved in the TV writing. The last two
UNGCLE books that I read were THE MIND TWISTERS AFFAIR by Thomas Stratton and
THE CORFU AFFAIR by John Phillifent. Both were capably written, both had
interesting plots, but Fhillifent won hands down with me because he did con-
centrate more on the characters., I wish it were not too late to turn him on
to writing a script that would do the show justice.

om Two Cultures hnyone?....How could I tell a guy who is a physicist that he
is illiterate? Och..l have the nerve for anything., Anyway, I felt justified
in saying this when I discovered that he never reed anything tut technical
books and science fiction., He seemed vaguely surprised that he had been lured
ontc the fiction side by even sf. It's odd to meet the phenomena of the two
cul tures face to face. But how would you describe the joys of reading fiction
to such a fellow?

1T call them friends those quiet books and well the title they mey claim

Who always gave me cheerful looks(What living friend has done the same?)

Ahdy for companionship, how few, as these, my cronies ever present, ..,

Of all the friends I ever knew, have been so useful and so plessant?"
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